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Flora Abramson – 2 newspaper clippings on Hadassah; 

newspaper clipping about Bonnie Mechanic; photo of 
Beth El Confirmation Class; “At Esther’s Table – An 
Afternoon of Family Stories,” 1979; B’nai B’rith of 
Wisconsin Winter Regional Convention, 1970.

Albert Adelman – Photo of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Adelman 
and Mr. and Mrs. Marc Chagall.

Anonymous – Photo of Oscar Hess during World War I.
Anonymous – Postcard of Emperor William II addressed to 

Miss Mollie Miller, 1903.
Julius and Mildred Atkins – Photocopies of James 

Roosevelt, JCC and Technion Society; newspaper 
clippings of Camp Interlaken and 1936 AZA basketball 
team.

Aurora Sinai Medical Center – Book, A Tradition of 
Caring. The History of Milwaukee. Three Primary Hospitals –
Lutheran, Mount Sinai and Evangelical Deaconess.

Alfred Bader – Book, Adventures of a Chemist Collector, 1995.
Nir Barkin – Paper in Hebrew on “Zionism in Milwaukee.”
Gene and Marilyn Berman – Photocopies of Berman’s 

Grocery during the Great Depression and Hanna Berman.
Eliot and Kathleen Bernstein – Book, D-Day: June 6, 1944; 

Gimbel’s bookmark. 
Avrum Chudnow – Shofar Lodge, Milwaukee B’nai B’rith 

Council and Israel Bonds materials.
Frederick Cohn – Pi Lambda Phi scrapbooks and photos.
Nita Corré – Book, A Morsel of Bread, 1997.
Jerome Dorf and Eva Dorf – Naturalization certificate of 

Isadore Eisenberg, 1918; birth certificate of David 
Eisenberg, 1919; death certificate of Isadore Eisenberg, 1942.

Sue Effron – Reports, correspondence and background 
materials related to participation in various Jewish 
organizations.

Kenneth Eichenbaum – Books, The Toilets of New York, 
Hoppel Poppel Comix and Imaginals!

Marilyn Fine – Photocopies of Shoreland House Social Life, 
1947-1948.

Robert Frisch – Copy of family history entitled “The 
Frisches of Milwaukee.”

Susan Frisch Lehrer – Book, Jewish Community Blue Book 
of Milwaukee, 1924.

Joyce Gutzke – Women’s American ORT materials.
Herbert Heavenrich, Jr. – German-Hebrew prayer book, 

1846; book, In Search of the Sacred, 2003.
Allan and Jeanne Hindin – Naturalization records of Julius 

Meyer; report card of Katie Stein, 1905.
Israel Bonds (c/o Bonnie Jacobson and Judy Kaplan) – 

Israel Bonds photographs and programs.
Jewish Community Center (c/o Mona Cohen) – Lizzie 

Kander Black oil painting.
Ludwig Kahn – Life story of Ludwig Kahn.
Rudy Kane – Program of 5th Annual Roosevelt Junior High 

School Band Concert, 1934.
Avrom Kniaz – Newspaper clipping on Rosh Hashanah at 

Anshai Lebowitz, 1946; newspaper clipping “Jewish Youths
– Their Struggle to Relate to Their Heritage,” 1972.

Jack Langer – Photocopies and newspaper clipping of Walter
Langer Pharmacy; photocopy of grandparents photo.

Mordecai Lee – Photocopy of “Bulletin of the Milwaukee 
Bureau of Economy and Efficiency,” No. 8, “The Newsboys 
of Milwaukee,” November 15, 1911; Mordecai Lee 
autobiographical sketch; Judaica articles, book reviews, 
speeches and journal quotations by Mordecai Lee; Jewish 
Heartland magazines, including columns by Mordecai Lee; 
Bernard Levy WWII materials; Sam and Frieda Levy 
membership cards; JNF Hula Valley Bond. 

Richard Leroy – Levy family genealogy.
Elliot Lubar – Newspaper clippings on MJWF Junior 

Division, 1961; Board of Jewish Education certificate.
Michael Mervis – 4 videocassettes about Joseph and Vera 

Zilber and Zilber, Ltd.
David and Annette Miller – Program of Aleph Zadik Aleph 

of the B’nai B’rith Lake Region Tournament Annual, 
1936; magazine articles about Jewish happenings 
worldwide.

Miriam Miringoff – Photocopies of Max Fox family and 
Miringoff Liquor Store.

Morry and Lorraine Mitz – Wedding dress; photo of Hubert 
Humphrey and Morry Mitz; photo of Louis Sherman’s Bar 
Mitzvah, 1933; photos of Milwaukee Scrap Metal 
Company; photos of Sam Bass; photos of Gardinsky 
family; Holocaust correspondence in Yiddish, with English
translation.

Harold and Pamela Nonken – Nankin family memory book.
David Ottenstein – Newspaper article on Samuel 

Ottenstein, 1961.
Meyer Papermaster – Issues of “Milwauker Wolkenblat,” 

“Jewish Journal and Daily News,” “JWV Correspondence,”
“Jewish American,” “The Mizrachi Outlook” and “Der 
Mizrachi Weg.”

Harold and Elaine Pentler – Israel Bonds plaque presented 
to Mrs. Frank Grossman; Phi Epsilon Pi fraternity paddle; 
photos and newspaper clippings of Frank Grossman family;
Schuster’s charga-plate; Arthur Grossman high school 
diploma from Milwaukee Riverside; 50th wedding 
anniversary announcement of Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Grossman; membership cards of Sarah Grossman; photos 
of Pentler family.

Seymour Pikofsky – Ada Kupper’s graduation certificate 
from Peckham Jr. High and Washington High School; 
faculty message to Peckham graduates.

Lorraine Plotkin – Wedding tuxedo, pants and dresses, 1916.
Lillian Rakita – Scanned photo of Sam and Joseph 

Silverberg; scanned photo of George Saxe.
Renee Rosenblum – Biography of Harold Werbel; Glick 

Suspender Factory photograph, sign, inventory and 
newspaper articles; patent drawing; family photos; birth 
certificates, 1895; report card. 

Merton and Dorothy Rotter – Audiotape of Louis H. 
Rotter, 1973.

Allen Samson – Project Renewal, Or Yehudah, First 
National Bank of Glendale and Liberty Bank materials.

Ted and Dorothy Sattler – Drawing of Golda Meir.
Helaine Shackman – Photo of her father Herbert Rigner, 

1950.
Norman Skurnick – Photo of Jewish National Workers 

Alliance – Tenenbaum Branch #199, 1940.
Betty Soref – Framed photo of Soref family; 4 campaign 

posters, Sam Soref; campaign headquarters poster, Sam 
Soref; college and law school graduation certificates.

Jerry and Ruth Traxler – Jewish/Yiddish sheet music.
Jordan Weigler – Scanned photo of children and counselors 

at Camp Sidney Cohen, c. 1948-1949.
Betty Weinshel – Western Union telegram to Edward 

Weinshel, 1944; steamship ticket, 1923.
Rose Wilk – Photo of B’nai B’rith Jr. Group, 1937; volunteer

certificate from Mt. Sinai; 5 photos and National 
Convention program of Jewish War Veterans of the USA, 
1951; Jewish War Veterans of the USA uniform.

Arlene Zuckerman – Newspaper articles on elderly nutrition
program and dedication of JCC older adult lounge; photos 
of Esther and Lester Heing and Louis Ridberg; book, My 
Life, by Golda Meir, 1975.

The following individuals have donated materials to the Historical Society:
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In my message this time, I will be thanking a lot
of people for all the time and energy they have
given to the Historical Society. Their efforts are

bringing a greater awareness of the value we add to
the Jewish community. But please don’t stop read-
ing – what we’re doing is too important to miss.

In September, under the leadership of Michael
Green,* we launched our website. If you haven’t
checked in, we are a link on the Milwaukee Jewish
Federation website, or we can be reached at
www.milwaukeejewishhistorical.org. If I must say
so, we have a great site! An example of what you
can find are more than 22,000 Wisconsin death and
burial records that Penny Deshur, of Annual
Community Campaign fame, has been amassing for
years. Of course, our site is a work in progress that
we are constantly updating, and we welcome any of
your suggestions or thoughts.

Our second major initiative was to appoint a
program committee chaired by Jayne Butlein.**
Her committee is developing a long-range plan for
programming that will give us guidance for many
years. They kicked off with a lecture luncheon this
summer where more than 150 people came to hear
Dr. Larry Rubin speak about the 350th anniversary
of Jewish life in America. On December 16, we will
present the second in our lecture series, which will
be co-sponsored with the JCC, Wisconsin Society
for Jewish Learning and Congregation Beth Israel.
Author Jonathan Sarna, Braun Professor of
American Jewish History at Brandeis University

who has written the definitive book, American
Judaism, will speak at 7:00 p.m. at Congregation
Beth Israel. Please try not to miss this.

Another new program very dear to my heart is
the Oral History Project chaired by Barbie
Blutstein and Tybie Taglin.*** During two weeks
in October, thanks to the many volunteers who
helped, we interviewed more than 120 people
whose lives will now be permanently archived with
us. We hope someday to use these tapes for an exhi-
bition. This program was so successful that we will
do another week in May. Don’t forget to put your
name on the waiting list so that you can be part of
this very meaningful history.

We continue our celebration of 350 years of Jewish
life in America with a wonderful article in this issue
about the Jewish Agricultural Settlements written by
our Newsletter editor, Jody Sussman Steren. Jody’s tal-
ented research and writing has informed and educated
us since 1986. We are very grateful.

And we are grateful to Lorraine and Morry Mitz
for helping to underwrite this issue of the
Newsletter. These special gifts and your member-
ships keep us in the business of preserving the past
for future generations. 

And as always, a special thank you to Kathie
Bernstein, our indomitable director, without whom
none of this would happen.

More and more people are finding their way to
us for research, to deposit their materials in our
archives, to share their stories and to volunteer. I

hope that you, too,
will share your
memories and your
mementoes with
us. We all need to
understand the sig-
nificance of our
Historical Society
and be a part of it.

Thank you -
thank YOU for all
your support.

Marianne Lubar,
Chair
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New York, May 25, 1948
My very dear good friend Baerichel,

I can tell you that I received your letter and read it with much happiness
and with tears. ...Now about what you asked me to write you. My wife is
not working as yet... She is from Kovna. I married her a short time ago. It
is 2 years since my first wife was burned with a 6-year-old boy. She was
burned in the Kovna ghetto. If you remember Slobotka, that is where she
was with Shainkin and Devoirkan. These were my sisters. You knew them. 

When the Germans took me away, they took me away from Kovna...After
the war I was in Rassein. Rassein was wiped out as smooth as a table, not
a one house was left...There was suffering there. People were being killed for
3 months, the Russians and the Germans. When I arrived there, I did not
recognize where we used to live. 

Now I will write you what you asked me about your family. I will write
you, although I hate to do so... On the 28th of October 1941, the whole town

of Rassein was destroyed. They shot almost everybody. If you remember Billovitz near
Probeida, there they all lie. I reveal now the briederlicher grave and I write you regretfully,
very regretfully — there lies your family too, and there lies my family too. Only Shaiken and
Shmoolkin and Tzolke your brother and Afraike my brother-in-law, they were shot 2 weeks
later, because they were still working for the Germans. Then they were killed. No one was left
alive. October 28, 1941 is the Yahrzeit for your family... When you will come to me, I will
explain everything better to you. I close my writing because remembering this has affected me,
but you asked me to let you know...

In Memory of the Kellman Family

Upper: Uncle Gerald, Uncle Charles, Mother Minnie,
Aunt Bluma, unknown, Uncle Israel. Lower: Uncle
Eugene, Grandmother Rachel, Morry, age 8, Great
grandfather Kellman, Milton Mitz, age 12, Grandfather
Chiam(Everyone except Mother, Aunt Bluma, Milt and
Morry were killed)

T he Historical Society is grateful to Lorraine and
Morry Mitz, who helped underwrite this
Newsletter.  They have chosen to remember

Morry’s mother’s family, the Kellmans. Following are
excerpts from a letter sent to Morry’s Uncle Ben
Kellman from his friend, Wilff Girdiske, who had
moved to New York.

(Letter translated from Yiddish by the Moses Wolfe family, who wrote: “We translated this letter as best as we could. The names may be a
little different than they should be.”)

*Website Committee: Michael Green, chair. Bruce Arbit, Adam
Bernstein, Ken Eichenbaum, Gary Guten, Matt Hilgers, Jody Hirsh,
Ruth Traxler.

**Program Committee: Jayne Butlein, chair. Flora Abramson, Bruce
Arbit, Aaron Bernstein, Audrey Bernstein, Sylvia Bernstein, Gerry
Biller, Barbie Blutstein, Molly Dubin, Bob Eiseman, Eve Eiseman, Suzy
Ettinger, Terry Goodman, Betsy Green, Jody Hirsh, Dan Kohl, Barbara
Kohl Spiro, Lloyd Levin, Joan Lubar, Linda Marcus, Marjorie
Margolies, Bob Marx, Fran Meyers, Andy Muchin, Karen Peck Katz,
Dianne Spector, Barbara Stein, Louise Stein, Tybie Taglin, Diney
Tuchman, Leslie Usow.

***Oral History Committee: Barbie Blutstein, Tybie Taglin, co-chairs.
Audrey Bernstein, Sylvia Bernstein, Bob Eiseman, Eve Eiseman, Terry
Goodman, Bonnie Joseph, Debra Katz, Linda Marcus, Marjorie
Margolies, Fran Meyers, Andy Muchin, Barbara Stein, Diney
Tuchman, Leslie Usow.



While Wisconsin’s current U.S. senators are Jewish,
earlier in the state’s history, Milwaukee had a Jewish
Congressman, Victor L. Berger (1860-1929). He

emigrated from Austria-Hungary in 1878. Berger and his friend
Eugene Debs were the main architects of the American Socialist
Party. He introduced modification in Socialist doctrine that
became the more moderate “Milwaukee Socialism.” He was the
editor of the German language Milwaukee Vorwaits (1892-98),
which became the Milwaukee Leader in 1911. From 1911-1921,
he edited this paper, which underwent hard times during the first
world war when its mailing privileges were suspended.

In the same year, he also became the first Socialist member
of Congress while representing a district with Jewish and
German voters. Berger was reelected twice, but in 1918 he was
excluded from Congress on grounds of sedition for his strong
opposition to U.S. participation in World War I, and he was
charged under the Espionage Act. Sentenced in 1918 to a 20-
year prison term and free on appeal, he was still elected to
Congress in 1919 in a special election. The Supreme Court
reversed his sentence in 1921. Winning reelection in 1924 and
1926, he was defeated in 1928. He died on July 16, 1929 from
injuries received in a streetcar accident.

Berger’s house at 2576 North First Street still stands on the northern edge of the Brewer’s Hill
area at one of the highest elevations in the city. The Third Street elementary school at 3275 North
Third Street was renamed the Victor L. Berger elementary school in June 1931 in his honor. The
school’s name was changed again in October 1991 to the Martin Luther King elementary school.

Astory in the last issue of the Milwaukee
Jewish Historical Society Newsletter about
the past 350 years of Jewish life in the United

States discussed The Industrial Removal Office. This
issue deals with Jewish Agricultural Settlements,
many of which were also endowed by the Baron de
Hirsch Fund starting in 1891. 

Although a group of a dozen German immigrant
families had started a farming colony in the
Catskills in 1837 that was called “Sholem,” it
ceased to exist by 1847. In the 1880s, it was
idealistic and socialist immigrants primarily from
Kiev and Odessa, Russia, who were the thrust of the
Jewish agricultural movement in the United States.
Many of these settlers had a desire to show that
Jews could earn a living from the soil and not just
be peddlers or tailors. This movement was called
“Am Olam” (The Eternal People).

In 1891 Baron de Hirsch had written, “My own
personal experience, too, has led me to recognize
that the Jews have very good ability in agriculture
and my efforts shall show that the Jews have not
lost the agricultural qualities that their forefathers
possessed. I shall try to make for them a new home
in different lands, where as free farmers on their
own soil, they can make themselves useful to that
country”. The Forum, August 1891.

Of the 40 Jewish agricultural settlements started
in North America in the late 19th century with the
help of the Baron de Hirsch Fund, about 30 were in
New Jersey. In 1891 Baron de Hirsch founded an
agricultural school in Woodbine, New Jersey that
offered scientific training to these young farmers.
Woodbine became the first all-Jewish town in
modern history when on April 14, 1903 it became
a completely independent community with Jews
filling all public offices, including the police and
fire departments. Small factories were opened
nearby to enable the people to supplement their
incomes. The farming communities in New Jersey
had the advantage of having nearby markets for
their products, and their proximity to Philadelphia
and New York City lessened their isolation. Even
so, these communities lost populations to other
economic opportunities, and by the 1940s much of
their Jewish character was gone.

Many of the first Jewish settlers in the resort cities
of Atlantic City, Lakewood, Bradley Beach and
Belmar had come from the farming communities. A
number went from being farmers to hotel owners.

Farming communities in Minnesota, Wisconsin,
the Dakotas, Arkansas, Utah (see photo), Kansas,
Oregon, and Colorado never really succeeded.
Many struggled or failed because the farmers were
inexperienced, had chosen poor land, farmed in a
hostile climate, and were isolated from any real
support. One example was an agricultural colony
established by Russian Jews in 1883 in a heavily
wooded section of Arkansas between Little Rock
and Memphis. The land was considered poor for
farming even for experienced farmers. The only
opportunity to earn a living was to cut down the
trees and convert them to staves that could be sold
for $20 a thousand. The staves had to be floated
down a stream, but if flooding occurred, they could
not be moved and floods occurred often. Added to
this were intense heat, insects, malaria, and yellow
fever. This experiment lasted only a few months.

The Arpin, Wisconsin, farming community was

established in 1904 with 17 families on 40-acre
plots in a burned over lumber area in Wood
County, south of Marshfield. The Arpin
community lasted until 1910. The patron of
Wisconsin’s Jewish Agricultural Movement was
Adolph W. Rich (1843-1917), who came from
Hungary with his parents in 1853 and settled in
Milwaukee in 1865. He was an entrepreneurial
businessman who wanted the immigrants to move
outside of the traditional occupations and crowded
cities. While the “Am Olam” experimental
colonies eventually disappeared, it did allow the
immigrant population to integrate into the
mainstream of American society.

If anyone’s family included Jewish farmers in the
United States, please let the MJHS know. We would
be interested in your stories, photos, and/or artifacts.

—Jody Sussman Steren

T he National Yiddish Book Center and the
New York Public Library have joined
together in a project to preserve Yizkor

books from Eastern European Jewish communities,
which were destroyed during the Holocaust. These
books commemorate the communities and the
victims. Many of these books are rare or out of
print. However, thanks to the technology of the
Steve Spielberg Digital Yiddish Library, you can
purchase a book documenting your family’s town. 

Most Yizkor books share a basic similarity. The
first section describes the history of the Jewish area
of town from the beginning of its existence to the
Holocaust. A map will include synagogues,
cemeteries, etc. Religious and social welfare
organizations with captions and pictures often
identify members. The next section contains
information about family members recounted by
survivors, including names, relationships, ages, and
if lucky, birth dates. The back sections of many of
the books contain memorial ads honoring town
families and Holocaust victims. These ads defrayed
the cost of publishing the books. To see if a book
has been written for your ancestral community, visit
www.yiddishbookcenter.org/yizkorbooks or call
413-256-4900, ext.196.

Celebrate 350: Jewish Life In America
Immigration

Yizkor Books

The Bernstein family in Clarion. Pictured are Esther,
mother Sarah, Miriam, Lillian, Dora, Michael, Louis and
Harry. Absent from this photo is husband and father,
David. From the book “Back to the Soil: The Jewish
Farmers of Clarion, Utah, and Their World” by Robert
Alan Goldberg, 1986, University of Utah Press.

Jewish Agricultural Settlements or “Fifteen Acres and a Shul”

Election Year

Victor L. Berger

“We are confronted 
with insurmountable

opportunities.”

—Walt Kelly—
Creator of the 

Comic strip Pogo
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K ent State University Press recently
published A Singing Ambivalence: American
Immigrants Between Old World and New.

Historical Society member Victor Greene, professor
emeritus of history at UW-Milwaukee, wrote the
book. In it, he discusses the ways new immigrants,
including Jews, responded to life in America
through music. 

Michael Altman – Research on his family.

Amateur Athletic Union of USA – Photograph
research on Larry Lederman.

Nancy Banov – Research on Max Leopold family.

Nir Barkin – Long distance research for thesis on
Zionism and Socialism in Milwaukee.

Jerry Benjamin – Research on diaries and memoirs.

Geraldine Biller – Research and information sent
regarding Leone Rosenfeld.

Manning Bookstaff – Research on his family.

Bila Cohen – Research on Simon Cohen family.

George Edelstein – Visited MJF 100th Anniversary
Exhibit.

Carol Fischer – Research on her family. 

Tracy Fischer – Research on her family.

Linda Frank – Photograph research on 4th Street
School.

Donald Grande – Research and information sent
regarding Nat Stone.

Mildred Hamilton – Research on Emil and Lydia
Hamilton.

Judge Gerald Held – Research and information sent
regarding Wisconsin synagogues.

David Hirsch – Research and information sent regard-
ing MJHS newsletters and Milwaukee synagogues.

Richard Leroy and Robert Leroy – Research on
Levy family.

Lowell Levy – Research on Levy family.

Matthew Luckett – Photograph research for article
for Milwaukee County Historical Society and
Marquette University History Department.

Len Mansky – Research and information sent
regarding Emanu-El and Rabbi Sigmund Hecht.

Dan and Shirley Merkow – Researched persons in
World War II book.

Gary Palgon – Research and information sent
regarding Leidersdorf, Foerster, Black and Haberman
families.

Alvin and Betty Rottman – Researched persons in
World War II book.

Dan Shapiro – Conducted research for a term paper
at UW-Madison.

Carri Silberman – Research for Beth Torah
Religious School calendar.

Fred Strauss – Research conducted on Israel family.

David Stuart – Research and information sent
regarding Milwaukee mausoleums.

R u t h
Tr a x l e r
has been

a volunteer with
the Milwaukee
Jewish Historical
Society almost
from its incep-
tion as the
M i l w a u k e e
Jewish Archives.
She started vol-
unteering at the
request of
William (Bill)
Orenstein, who
was one of the o-
riginal co-chairs

of the Steering Committee. Her work today is focused
on entering data from each collection with a descrip-
tion of donor, subject, and period of time for a com-
puterized record. 

Ruth was an early volunteer for the Milwaukee
Jewish Welfare Fund (Federation). Having written
an historical time line for an anniversary of the
Jewish Community Center, she was asked if she
would work in a paid position for the Milwaukee
Jewish Sesquicentennial celebration in 1994. Ruth
became a curatorial advisor for the exhibit, which
was displayed at the Milwaukee Public Museum. It
depicted various organizations and received
artifacts and information from active members of
the Jewish community. For the celebration, she
wrote the book The Golden Land: 150 years of Jewish
Life in Milwaukee.

History is one of Ruth’s favorite topics, and in
her spare time, she likes to read history books.
Enjoying being in the company of people with the
same interests keeps her working as a volunteer.
Ruth wants to continue her firsthand connection
with the Historical Society and its development in
the Milwaukee Jewish community. She looks
forward to the time when the remnants of the
museum exhibit, plus additional material, can be
mounted and showcased in an appropriate
permanent setting so that others can view the
contribution of Jews in Milwaukee to the growth
and development of the city.

Ruth Traxler

Volunteer Profile
Ruth Traxler Those who make an avocation a vocation are lucky people indeed. When it benefits society, everyone is a

winner. Milwaukee native and Dallas resident Sherry LeVine Zander turned a hobby of photographing
former and current synagogues in small towns across America into a career. Sherry Zander is an

entertaining speaker and writer who has appeared and presented her work across the United States. She locates
small-town synagogue buildings throughout the United States, photographing them, researching the community
or congregation, and basically memorializing communities that are no longer in existence. She has gathered
unusual anecdotes, historical detail, and in some cases mysteries of long-gone Jewish communities and turned
them into a written column in The Dallas Jewish Week titled “I Brake For Synagogues.” She also has a slide
presentation and the places she speaks about range from Texas to West Virginia, the top of Michigan’s Upper
Peninsula to Oklahoma and Madison, Wisconsin, to Colorado.

As a board member of the Dallas Jewish Historical Society and the Texas Jewish Historical Society, Sherry
understood the need to preserve these memories and stories now before they’ve faded away completely. In some
of the towns, it was too late; the personal and communal sources had disappeared. In others, she’s found
fascinating people to interview and architectural jewels to photograph. 

Growing up, Sherry Zander had been a member of Congregation Shalom, and its Sisterhood presented her in
May for a lecture and slide show. Her command and knowledge of these small towns was fascinating. Locally,
Andy Muchin has attempted to research and preserve the history of the many Wisconsin small-town Jewish
communities for the Wisconsin Small Jewish Communities History Project. If you have information, please call
414-963-4135 or you can send an e-mail:wsjl@execpc.com. If you are interested in learning more about Sherry
Zander’s research and to view some of her material, check out her website at www.smallsynagogues.com.
Sometimes this interest starts as innocently as opening a Yellow Page directory for listings under “Synagogues”
or “Churches” in towns you travel through. It is another way of understanding the varied Jewish experience in
the United States by seeing how our ancestors traveled to many locales to find employment or start a new life.

I Brake For Synagogues

A Friend

Some of the people and organizations that have
conducted research or borrowed material from
the Milwaukee Jewish Historical society are:

MILWAUKEE JEWISH 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
N E W S L E T T E R

FALL/WINTER 2004   •   NUMBER 20

The Milwaukee Jewish Historical Society is a
program of the Milwaukee Jewish Federation. 

Please address all correspondence and
suggestions to: Kathleen E. Bernstein, 

Director, Milwaukee Jewish Historical Society,
1360 North Prospect Avenue, 

Milwaukee, WI 53202-3094, 414-390-5730
www.milwaukeejewishhistorical.org
info@milwaukeejewishhistorical.org

Marianne Lubar, President
Jody Sussman Steren, Editor

Kathleen E. Bernstein, Director

R ae Avenue located on the far northwest side
of Milwaukee was platted in 1954. It may
have been named for the wife of Melvin

Raskin, a developer at that time.

Jewish Geography

A New Book

Our collection is 
used in many ways...

The grocery store pictured in the Spring 2004
Newsletter was not identified. It was Sussman

Grocery, 1396 W. Fond du Lac Avenue.

T he Milwaukee Jewish Historical Society has
been lucky to be the recipient of several
books, photos, and memorabilia donated by

Michael Corenthal. We have received Cohen on the
Telephone, A History of Recorded Jewish Music and
Comedy Sketches from 1892 through 1942, The
Illustrated History of Recorded Sound, Volume 2; Uncle
Eli; and The Czarina Kind and Other Weird Tales.
Michael owns “Yesterday’s Memories Old Record
Shop” on 56th and Center Streets, where he sells
books, magazines, records, and miscellaneous
collectables. We are grateful that Michael thinks of
the Historical Society when he comes across material
that could be of interest to us.



Flora Abramson
Joyce & Alfred Altman
Annette Altman
Barbara & Melvin Altman
Elaine & William Appel
Tanya & Bruce Arbit
Wendy & Ronald Arnold
Mildred & Julius Atkins
Jeanette Atlas
Donna & William Bachman
Romaine & Melvin Backer
Isabel & Alfred Bader
Judy & Steven Baruch
Roberta Bass
Ruth & Jack Beck
Margery & Irvin Becker
Muriel & Irving Becker
Sharon Berger
Elaine & Kenneth Berke
Pearl & Nathan Berkowitz
Fred Berman
Deborah & Aaron Bernstein
Kathie & Eliot Bernstein
Sharon & Melvin Bernstein
Shannon & Nathan Bernstein
Ghita Bessman
Geraldine & Joel Biller
Rosalyn & Arthur Blumenthal
Barbara & Morton Blutstein
Rose Bogost
Sondra & Robert Breslauer
Cheryl & Mark Brickman
Hinda & Sheldon Burchman
Jayne & Eric Butlein
Bobbi & Jim Caraway
Miriam & Ben Chernov
Doris & Samuel Chortek
Eileen Chudnow
Anita & Avrum Chudnow
Beatrice Chudnow
Charlotte & Jack Cohen
Mildred & Phillip Cohen
Lucile Cohn
Hallie & John Cohn
Richard Cooper
Rachel & Jerome Cornfield
Nita & Alan Corré
Evelyn & Lawrence Demmer
Penny & Jim Deshur
Linda & David Deskalo
Eve & Seymour Dolnick
Harriet & Jerome Dorf
Suzanne & Stan Dorf
Nina & Richard Edelman
Kenneth Eichenbaum
Cindy & Alan Eisenberg
Janet & Frank Eisendrath
Jennie & Paul Elias
Suzy Ettinger
Ruth Farber
Estelle Felber
Phyllis & Jordan Fink
Jean & Theodore Friedlander
Elaine B. Friedman
Ruth & James Fromstein
Mark Garber
Doris & Max Gendelman
Inez & Eugene Gilbert
Naomi & Albert Goldberg
Barbara & Donald Goldberg
Diana & Leonard Goldstein
Terry & J. Jay Goodman
Barbara & Donald Grande
Betsy & Michael Green
Laura & Victor Greene
Janet & Donald Greenebaum
Ethel & Herbert Gronik
Joyce & Jon Gudeman
Mimi & Robert Habush
Richard Hack
Dr. Ervin Hansher
Jill & Herbert Heavenrich
Barbara & Frank Heilbronner

Dorothy Heilbronner
Ruth & Nathan Hilrich
Jeanne & Al Hindin
Dorothy Hindin
Nancy Hindin
Harriet & Joseph Hirschberg
Ramie Hochman
Doris Hoffman
Mildred Hoffman
Aron Horowitz
Charlotte Howard
Lillian & Nathan Irwin
Jeanne Jacobs
Helen & Ronald Jacobs
Phyllis & Stanley Jaspan
Blanche & Ludwig Kahn
Louis Kaplan
Doris Karp
Judith & Howard Karsh
Margaret & Jeff Kasch
Debra & Moshe Katz
Natalie & Matty Katz
Frieda & Joseph Kaufman
Jody Kaufman Loewenstein & Paul 

Loewenstein
Joan & Henry Kerns
Audrey & Jack Keyes
Ruth & Leo Kissel
Mary & Avrom Kniaz
Leah & Yale Knight
Stacey & Daniel Kohl
Martin Kohler
Barbara Kohl-Spiro & Herzl Spiro
Carolyn & Bernie Komisar
Gail & Martin Komisar
Claire & Morton Komisar
Rebecca & William Komisar
Harold Krom
Fan & Claire Krom
Belle & Ben Lane
Shirley & Jack Langer
Connie Eastman & Hirsh Larkey
Lois Malawsky & Jay Larkey
Nancy & Arthur Laskin
Bernice Lee
Mordecai Lee
Phyllis Lensky
Bess & Henry Lerner
Richard Leroy
Sheri & Lloyd Levin
Helga Levings
Rita Lewenauer
Cheryl Stein Libber & Tobias Libber
Karen & Larry Lieberman

Karen Loeb
Louis Loeser
Susan & Elliot Lubar
Marianne & Sheldon Lubar
Susan Lubar Solvang & 

Oyvind Solvang
Jo Mann
Susan Marcus
Stephen Marcus
Rita & Alan Marcuvitz
Leatrice & Lewis Marshak
Marilyn & Paul Meissner
Janet & Morris Meister
Fran & Ronald Meyers
Florence & Gerry Minkoff
Miriam Miringoff
Lorraine & Morry Mitz
Dana Mueller
Ros Roucher & Rabbi Philip Nadel
Miriam & Lawrence Orenstein
Joyce & William Orenstein
Miriam & Harold Paley
Miriam & Bernard Peck Foundation
Jeanette & Bruce Peckerman
Arleen Peltz
Marilyn & Harry Pelz
Barbara & Fred Perchonok
Harriet Perchonok
Candy & Bruce Pindyck
Rosemary & Roger Pokrass
Dr. Jack Porter
Lilian Post
Ida Pumpian
Barbara & Jack Recht
Clarice Resnick
Carol & Werner Richheimer
Pat & Allen Rieselbach
Susan & Jay Roth
Manny Rotter
Dorothy & Merton Rotter
Amy & Richard Ruvin
Robert Saichek
Peggy & Scott Sampson
Marla & Andrew Satinsky
Dorothy & Theodore Sattler
Clarice Schatz
Eleanor Schiff
Barbara & Howard Schnoll
Beverly & Norman Schuminsky
Suzanne & Allan Selig
Millie & James Sernovitz
Blanche & Theodore Sernovitz
Barbara & Melvin Shikora
Selma & H. Jerome Shlensky

Doris & Daniel Shneidman
Marie & Leonard Siegel
Muriel Silbar
Evelyn Simenowsky
Diane & Gary Sobel
Nita Soref
Dianne & Jerome Spector
Joan & Michael Spector
Louise & Gerald Stein
Joan & Jack Stein Foundation
Diana & Kenneth Stein
Barbara Stein
Margie & Marty Stein
Harriet Steinberg
Jody & Jeffrey Steren
William Stern
Marshall Stern
Steve Ettenheim
Florence Sussman
Deborah Swichkow
Tybie & Max Taglin
Myra & Royal Taxman
Libby & Sherwood Temkin
Mina & Jerome Tepper
Chai & Herman Tuchman
Leslie & Barry Usow
Shirley & Marvin Wagner
Mary Waisman
Patti & Jordan Weigler
Richard Weil
Marian Weinberg
Dorothy Weingrod
Esther & Herman Weingrod
Harriet & Howard Weiss
Joyce Weiss
Nancy Weiss-McQuide & 

Mark McQuide
Betty Weitzen
Donna & Harvey Wichman
Hope & Elmer Winter
Esther & Fred Wiviott
Miriam Wolfe
Eva & Melvin Zaret
Selma Zeiger
Marilyn & Marvin Zetley
Dorothy & Don Zucker
Eve Joan & James Zucker

*This list was compiled from June 24
through November 23, 2004. Every
effort has been made to ensure the
accuracy of this list. Please call the
Historical Society at (414) 390-5700
with any questions.
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The Milwaukee Jewish Historical Society appreciates the following 
members who help make our outstanding programs possible.* 



HOLD THE DATE for the next Oral History interviews. Monday-Thursday, May 16-19, 2005

The Milwaukee Jewish Historical Society wishes to 
thank the following individuals who participated in the 
community-wide oral history video interview project, 

“Capturing Our Community: Milwaukee Jewish Oral Histories.”
Flora Abramson
Alfred Altman
Joyce Altman
Elaine Appel
Bruce Arbit
Naomi Arbit
Jeanette Atlas
Romaine Backer
Alfred Bader
Daniel Bader
Nancy Barnett
Judy Baruch
Margery Becker
Nathan Berkowitz
Pearl Berkowitz
Aaron Bernstein
Deborah Bernstein
Eliot Bernstein
Sylvia Bernstein
Geraldine Biller
Bert Bilsky
Barbara Blutstein
Rose Bogost
Jay Brickman
Marian Brill
Ben Chernov
Miriam Chernov
Doris Chortek
Jack Cohen
Phillip Cohen
Lucile Cohn
Richard Cooper
Nita Corré
Eva Dorf
Harriet Dorf
Jerome Dorf
Ralph Eder
Kenneth Eichenbaum
Alan Eisenberg
Jennie Elias
Paul Elias

Suzy Ettinger
Estelle Felber
Ruth Fromstein
Jane Gellman
Sheldon Gendelman
Ellie Gettinger
Eugene Gilbert
Gerald Glazer
Albert Goldberg
Terry Goodman
Donald Grande
Betsy Green
Donald Greenebaum
Janet Greenebaum
Herbert Gronik
Robert Habush
Ervin Hansher
Barbara Heilbronner
Frank Heilbronner
Allan Hindin
Jeanne Hindin
Joseph Hirschberg
Mildred Hoffman
Rachael Jacobs
Julie Kahn
Ludwig Kahn
Louis Kaplan
Doris Karp
Debra Katz
Henry Kerns
Judi Ketten
Audrey Keyes
Leo Kissel
Leah Knight
Barbara Kohl-Spiro
Belle Lane
Ben Lane
Amy Lang
Jack Langer
Bernice Lee
Mordecai Lee

Mark Lensky
Menachem Lensky
Phyllis Lensky
Tamar Lensky
Lloyd Levin
Sheri Levin
Helga Levings
Karen Loeb
Louis Loeser
Elliot Lubar
Marianne Lubar
Sheldon Lubar
Jo Mann
Linda Marcus
Melina Marcus
Stephen Marcus
Alan Marcuvitz
Marjorie Margolies
Richard Meyer
Fran Meyers
Beatrice Miller
Miriam Miringoff
Lynn Moffic
Cheryl Moser
Lawrence Orenstein
Miriam Orenstein
William Orenstein
Marilyn Pelz
Barbara Perchonok
Harriet Perchonok
Clarice Resnick
Carol Richheimer
Werner Richheimer
Allen Rieselbach
Pat Rieselbach
Jay Roth
Dorothy Rotter
Merton Rotter
Jerome Safer
Karen Safer
Harry Samson

Dorothy Sattler
Theodore Sattler
Eleanor Schiff
Thomas Schneider
Barbara Schnoll
Beverly Schuminsky
Norman Schuminsky
Judy Segall Guten
Suzanne Selig
Barbara Shikora
Melvin Shikora
Doris Shneidman
Paula Simon
Jerome Spector
Bernice Spivek
Barbara Stein
Margery Stein
Harriet Steinberg
Elaine Steinberger
Jody Steren
Lois Stoler
Max Taglin
Tybie Taglin
L. William Teweles
Ruth Traxler
Chai Tuchman
Leslie Usow
Lena Vusiker
Marvin Wagner
Sally Waters
Jordan Weigler
Patti Weigler
Marian Weinberg
Nancy Weiss-McQuide
Betty Weitzen
Hope Winter
Eva Zaret
Melvin Zaret

Audrey Bernstein
Sylvia Bernstein
Eve Dicker Eiseman
Robert Eiseman
Terry Goodman

Bonnie Joseph
Debra Katz
Linda Marcus
Marjorie Margolies
Fran Meyers

Andrew Muchin
Barbara Stein
Herman Tuchman
Leslie Usow

This program to Celebrate 350 Years of Jewish Life in America was made possible 
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Miriam Miringoff, Nita Soref and the Joan and Jack Stein Foundation.
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